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Employment Guide

MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
BEHAVORIAL HEALTH/DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES



The purpose of this Employment Guide is to educate individuals with a diagnosis of mental retardation, 
and their families, about the supports and services available to become successfully employed.

This guide is a product of the Montgomery County Employment Subcommittee. The fundamental goal 
developed by the Subcommittee is:

By 2012 every person who 
wants employment has a job 

that is satisfying

This guide lists the essential steps in the employment transition process. The timeline for the completion 
of the process varies based on an individual need for services and supports.  The involvement of different 
agencies or support systems will affect your employment. The following are key agencies that can help 
you get started on your way to successful community employment. Since employment is a customized 
process, the steps that you will need to follow may vary.  Contact information is listed below.

Intake Coordinator at 610-278-5666. The  eligibility requirements will be explained.  If you meet 
the eligibility requirements,  you can then set up an ‘Intake’ appointment.  If you are already 
registered, contact your Supports Coordinator for information on supported employment.

 
484-250-4340 or 1-800-221-1042.  The intake counselor will explain the application process.

age at 215-885-2060, Ext. 407

securing satisfying work.
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Interagency Informational Resources

610- 270-3500

Broad range of social services programs

1700 Markley Street, 1st Floor

1-800-772-1213

Work incentives available to individuals who receive Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) or 
Social Security Supplement Income (SSI)

610-278-3642
Website: www.montcopa.org

Accessing Website:  Locate departments on left side, click. Locate Behavioral Health/Developmental 
Disabilities, click. Page will open.

Montgomery County PA Career Link

Website: www.cwds.state.pa.us

Job search counseling, skills assessment, information on training programs, resume writing and 
interviewing skills

Website: www.odpconsulting.net

This site connects you with the resources to assist you in supporting your loved ones, friends or someone 
you know live their Everyday Lives
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Contact: Intake Counselor
 484-250-4340
 1-800-221-1042
Website: www.dli.state.pa.us

OVR is a state agency that helps eligible individuals with disabilities prepare for, get, or keep a job

115 West Avenue

800-772-1213

1700 Markley Street, 1st Floor

800-772-1213

238 High Street

610-327-8258

Website: www.socialsecurity.gov

Access information, eligibility and application process for Social Security Disabilities Income (SSDI)  
or Social Security Income (SSI)

Transition Map
Website: www.transitionmap.org

The transition map provides a roadmap of resources that enhance the lives of young people ages  
14 to 21 on their journey to adulthood

Contact:

Website: www.montcoworks.com

Occupational job preparation Education Programs for Youth
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In Montgomery County 

 Michele Leahy,
 

 215-885-2060, Ext. 407
 michele.leahy@ahedd.org
Website: www.ahedd.org

-
pendence for transition age individuals 16-24 

 Transition to Employment

 Incentives Coordinator

 jraggi@drnpa.org
Website: www.drnpa.org

-
pendence for individuals 18-64 years old who 

1421 Highland Ave.

215-572-7880

Website: www.vnacs.org
Individualized screening and application help 

(Formerly PA Protection and Advocacy)

Website: www.drnpa.org
Advocating for the rights of person with disabilities

714 Market Street, Suite 326

1-800-867-3330

Website: www.speaking.org
info@speaking.org
Grassroots self-advocacy group run by and for 
people with developmental disabilities

610-265-4700
1-877-484-3272

Website: www.marcpa.org
pleo@marcpa.org
Organization promoting rights of people and 
their families with developmental disabilities
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115 West Ave., Ste. 303

215-885-2060 Ext. 401

 Mary Berry-Shields
 mary.berry@ahedd.org 
 www.ahedd.org

267-308-0238  Ext. 201

 Andrea Lapihuska
 alapihuska@altecservices.org
 267-308-0238  Ext. 201

 dkunsch@altecservices.org 
 www.altecservices.org

215-238-7411

 Susan Schonfeld
 susan_schonfeld@cisworks.org
 www.cisworks.org

333 E. Airy Street

610-277-3122

 ydahms@decmc.org

 Sue Heckler
 sheckler@decmc.org  
 www.decmc.org

Building One

 dgiraldi@gatewayemployment.org

 dianeh@gatewayemployment.org
 www.gatewayemployment.org

Indian Creek Foundation

267-203-1500

 Betty Giuliano
 bgiuliano@indcreek.org

 vblasucci@indcreek.org
 www.indcreek.org

610-327-4606

 rmandik@kencrest.org

 dclemens@kencrest.org
 www.kencrest.org

 Julie Sozio
 julies@networksfortraining.org
 www.networksfortraining.org

610-326-7153

 nkenline@use.salvationarmy.org

 lrex@use.salvationarmy.org
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AGE COUNTY SCHOOL INTERAGENCY
OTHER

ACTIVITIES

14-15

-

-

-
-

16–17

-

at 18

18 status

-

-
-

-
age

19-20 status

-

at 21

-

21 status

-



www.humanservices.state.pa.us
PA state website for health and human service pro-
grams including services and supports for individuals 
with developmental disabilities

www.ssa.gov/disability
Site for Social Security Disabilities and/or Social 
Security Income

www.drnpa.org
Site with information about the civil rights of adults 
and children with disabilities

www.dpw.state.pa.us
Site with information about mental retardation ser-
vices and supports 

www.odpconsulting.net
Site that has up to date information, resources and 
training materials available to individuals who have 
a disability or support someone who has a disability
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www.transitionmap.org
Site that provides suggestions and resources to plan for 
transition from school to post high school and work

www.sharedwork.org
Site that is designed to support and facilitate shared 
work that occurs among individuals, organizations and 
agencies at the local, district, state and national level

www.dpw.state.pa.us/ServicesProgram/Autism/ 
Site with information about autism 

www.montcoworks.com
Site information including employment opportunities

Montgomery County

Montgomery County Human Services Center
1430 DeKalb Street
P.O. Box 311
Norristown, PA  19404-0311


